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CONFIDENTIAL GABORONE 0074 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PINT, PFOR, RH, BC 

SUBJECT: NKOMO VISITS GABORONE 

CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

1 . DURING CONVERSATION AT SOCIAL FUNCTION, LEBANG MPOTOKWANE, 
ADMINISTRATIVE SECRETARY TO THE PRESIDENT, GAVE CHARGE' BRIEF 
RUNDOWN ON CALL BY ANC LEADER JOSHUA NKOMO OMAOEZAHBRT#SIR 
SERETSE KHAMA JANUARY 17. THE MEETING WAS ARRANGED AT KNOMO'S 
REQUEST. ITS PURPOSE WAS TO BRIEF THE PRESIDENT ON DEVELOPMENTS IN 
THE NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN NKOMO AND RHODESIAN PRIME MINISTER SMITH. 
ESSENTIALLY NKOMO SAID THAT NEGOTIATIONS HAVE NOT YET BEGUN ON THE 
SUBSTANTIVE ISSUES RELATING TO A NEW CONSTITUTION FOR RHODESIA. 
NKOMO TOLD THE PRESIDENT THAT HE EXPECTED THAT SUBSTANTIVE 
NEGOTIATIONS MIGHT BEGIN MONDYA, JANUARY 19. 

2. MPLOTOKWANE COMMENTED THERE THAT THE CRITICAL ISSUE, OF COURSE, 
WAS WHEN MAJORITY VOTE WOULD BE INITIATED. HE SAID HE WAS NOT 
TOO HOPEFUL ABOUT THE PROSPECTS FOR AN AGREEMENT BECAUSE OF THE 
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TO HOPE THAT NKOMO COULD SUCCEED. HERE HE NOTED THAT BOTSWANA 
HAS NOT COMMITTED ITSELF TO NKOMO TO THE SAME EXTENT THAT ZAMBIA 
HAS. FOR INSTANCE, BOTSWANA HAS PROVIDED NO ASSISTANCE OR SUPPORT 
FOR THE NKOMO NEGOTIATIONS. MPLOTKWANE MADE THE POINT THAT 
MAJORITY RULE DOES NOT NECESSARILY MEAN ONE MAN, ONE VOTE. HE RE- 
CALLED THAT IN MOST AFRICAN COUNTRIES THE FRANCHISE AT THE BEGINNING 
OF 

INDEPENDENCE WAS QUALIFIED. HE THOUGHT THAT A FORM OF FRANCHISE 
WHICH ALLOWED THE BLACK RHODESIANS A BARE MAJORITY WOULD BE 
ACCAPTABLE TO MOST AFRICAN LEADERS AND WOULD CREATE A SITUATION 
WHICH WOULD ALLOW THE WHITES CONTINUED PARTICIPATION IN GOVERNMENT. 
THIS IS THE DIRECTION HE EXPECTS THE NEGOTIATIONS TO TAKE. 

3. MPOTOKWANE NOTED THAT IN BEING "OPEN MINDED" BOTSWANA WOULD 
BE RECEIVING SOON A DELEGATION HEADED BY ELLIOTT GABELLAH FROM THE 
OTHER ANC. HOWEVER, THAT VISIT, WHICH HAD ORIGIANLLY BEEN SCHEDULED 
FOR JANUARY 19, HAS NOW BEEN POSTPONED. 

4. COMMENT: OCCASION DID NOT ALLOW FURTHER DISCUSSION. NKOMO 
LEFT AFTERNOON OF JANUARY 17 PROBABLY BACK TO RHODESIA OR ON TO 
ZAMBIA. MPOTOKWANE'S "WILLINGNESS" TO HOPE NKOMO COULD BE 
SUCCESSFUL IS ABOUT AS OPTIMISTIC A STATEMENT AS ANY BOTSWANA 
OFFICIAL HAS MADE RECENTLY ON THE QUESTION OF RHODESIAN NEGOTIATIONS. 
HIS DISCUSSION OF THE MODALITIES OF MAJORITY RULE MAY REFLECT 
ELEMENTS OF THE BRIEFING HE ATTENDED THAT MORNING. 

THOMSEN 

NOTE BY OC/T: #AS RECEIVED. 
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